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TO THE CANDID. 

The existence of a civil constitution like that under which we live, 
may be considered a political phenomenon; and the principles it 
cherishes, and the freedom it encourages constitute a new era in the 
history of mankind. ‘These principles, and this liberty, enter more 
or less into all the various circumstances of the subject. They are 
the sources of a diffusive and accumulating intelligence among all 
ranks, and in every department of our common country. 

Intelligence is the parent of opinion—and where opinion is un- 
controlled, differences will of course exist. Among the blessings 
guaranteed by our excellent constitution, is that of religious liberty. 
This inestimable blessing, enjoyed by au enlightened and reflecting 
community, is productive of the public profession of almost every 
creed, and the observance of rituals and ceremonies of nearly every 
form. 


The predominance of a particular sect in one _— may render 
the few who venture to dissent, obnoxious to the odium of heresy, and 
eall down a full measure of popular contempt, and clerical anathema. 
Remove to another district, another city, or even perhaps the next 
village, and the scene may be entirely reversed, This fact should 
make us cautious *‘with what measure we mete to others,” lest it 
should be again ‘‘measured to us” in turn. Humble as this argu- 
ment may appear, it has the sanction of him who knew ‘‘what was 
in man,” and who delivered the truth under the authority of Heaven. 
To this we may add the consideration, that our political institutions 
know nothing of eo agocam or heterodoxy; and hence every man is at 
liberty to choose his creed, and adopt such modes of worship as his 
own conscience and judgment may approve, without jeopardizing his 
independence, his property, or his reputation. Yea, more, he is in- 
vited to the unbiassed exercise of this his freedom. For as constitu- 
tional restrictions forbid the exercise of private judgment in religion; 
so their removal is a tacit encouragement of the spirit of investiga- 
tion, and an approbation of the decisions of the mind, consequent 
thereon. Prechon of'inquiry, and of opinion thus cherished, could 
not fail of producing differing and opposing sects, each of which, 
might-with the utmost propriety challenge the right of all others, to 
condemn or abuse its respective advocates. None has exclusive right 
to claim obedience to his creed; and none is amenable to others for 
his faith. No pains, or penalties are incurred for opinions however 
variant from the general, or predominant belief; nor for their advo- 
eation and defence by every mean justifiable in others. 


Every dissenter is hence legally entitled to all the immunities and 
privileges of those from whom he dissents. And if there be any nat* 
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ural or moral turpitude in the case, it may be charged with equai 
propriety upon the one, as the other, where both are supposed to act 
conscientiously. Where all appeal to the divine word, for the just- 
ness and correctness of their respective views, who shall decide, that 
this is error—that is truth? Every individual must judge for him- 
self. 

To these considerations, should be added this—that men are, and 
ever will be amenable to God, and to him alone, for their religious 
feelings and sentiments. ‘The native spirit of religion and devotion 
intermingled in the constitution of every rational being, :s free. Hu- 
man laws may be enacted, and enforced under the severest penalties, 
without avail. An extorted confession of faith, and an unmeaning 
conformity to external rites, is all that can be affected—all! that is 
obtained. The persecuted sufferer, like Naaman, may ‘*bow in the 
house of Rimmon,” but his soul will abhor the sickly sacrifice; and 
he can only hope for the pardon of his hypocrisy, on the principle 
that God is more merciful than man 

These facts will be admitted by all—and hence it must be obvi- 
ous, that the Universatisr has equal rights and privileges with any, 
and all of the multifarious sects into which the religious community 
is divided. This remark is not intended as an apology for his faith. 
He neither asks, nor needs one for the exercise of his common privi- 
lege; and he is equally unwilling to make one to those, who can have 
no possible claims to such condescension from him. He is placed on 


an a pepe with all other professors of the gospel; and is neither dis- 
€ 


posed to exalt himself above, nor descend below that dignified sta- 
tion. 

Does any one believe in the tri-personality of God, the original 
and total depravity of man, the infinity of sin, and the endless mise - 
ry of a part of the human race? The Universalist cheerfully yields to 
such, the privilege of thus believing, ss and teaching; and 
with the same freedom disbelieves each of those particulars. On the 
contrary, he believes, that God is one, and one person only, that ev- 
ery child of Adam, is, in infancy, as innocent and pure as our pris- 
tine parent when first dropped from the fashioning Rand of his Crea- 
tor, that sin is finite, and will consequently have an end; when holi- 
ness shall succeed, and with it happiness unending, universal, and 
complete. 

He makes his appeal to the candid, not for a peculiar exertion of 
christian charity, for this should be shown in common to all denomi- 
nations; but for the dispassionate exercise of reason in the investiga- 
tion of his opinions. From you, he expects no rash and intemperate 
expressions—no premature jedement of his faith. From you he an- 
ticipates a manly and dignified defence of your own views, until sat- 
isfied of their incerrectness; and an honest and frank avowal of the 
doctrine of illimitable grace, whenever convinced of its truth. To 
you therefore, he will address himself on the subject of his faith, as 
epitomise! above, in future numbers of the ‘*Universalist.” ' 

To the illiberal and fanatic, he offers nothing, but his prayers te 





Ss — ae Sie % 


ay 
e 





Patol 





God’s Promises. 19 


Heaven for the enlightening of their minds, the enlargement of their 
understandings, the direction of their lives, and the perfection of their 
faith by the gospel; knowing, that it is in vain to reason with those 
who have abandoned intelleet, for the guidance of passion. za 

S. R. S. 


GOD’S PROMISES. 


The promises of God, are those declarations, contained in his 
word, in which he has condescendingly and freely pledged himself 
to bestow specified blessings upon his creatures. I shall not stop to 
notice the countless blessings of the earth, which have been so kindly 
provided for all living things, but pass to a subject which will fully 
explain the object of this article. 

God, most graciously, promised to bless man in the seed of Abra- 
ham, which is Jesus Christ. What is the nature of the blessing pro- 
mised ? Many subtle and argus-eyed theologians, abstruse and me- 
taphysical annotaters, learned pretenders, disbelievers of the solemn 
asseverations of Jehovah, deniers of the simple import of a plain 
phrase, and preachers of wrath, destruction, and wo, have happilv 
discovered God’s secret will, and are thereby enabled to inform his 
creatures, that when he promised to bless them in Christ, he only 
meant temporal blessings—to give them seed time and harvest. For- 
tunately for those who are disposed to read and examine for them- 
selves, and unfortunately for the devotees of a popular, though false 
religion, Peter, the servant of God, the apostle of Jesus, entertained 
with respect to the nature of the blessing, an opinion entirely dif- 
ferent from the one above stated. When he addressed the 
Jews, he declared the promise was the covenant God made with 
their fathers and explained the promised blessing, by saying, **God 
sent him (Christ) to bless you ; by turning every one of you from 
your iniquities.”” Acts 3, 25 26. The apostle Paul also noticing the 
promise, calls it the gospel which the Scriptures preached before 
the law was given, and says the blessing is justification. Shall the 
testimony and the commentary, of the apostles suffice ? or shall they 
vanish before the superlative glare of subtle sophists, and dishonest 
theologists ? The testimonyof the apostolic age will stand, an im- 
perishable monument of truth, when the visionary notions of a cor- 
rupt priesthood shall have been buried in oblivion. 

Who were the subjects of the blessing? here, the opposers of 
impartial grace, will again undertake to explain away truth, render 
simplicity ambiguous, and prove that Jehovah did not mean what he 
said. A few, onlya few, the righteous, the elect, say they, are the 
exclusive subjects of the blessing promised in Christ, and will alone 
enjoy an incorruptible inheritance, in a world of glory, while others 
are doomed to perpetual burning. But Jehovah speaks on this sub- 
ject, let all men, yea even the pigmies of a palsied e:thodoxy, hear! 
**In thy seed shall all nations be blessed.” Gen, 22. 18. The Lord 
declares he will bless all nations, Say no longer ti en, ye opposers 
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of impartial benovolence, that God has promised to bless only you, 
and your co -adjutors ; that his love is so circumscribed, his plans se 
unwise, so aie, that only a few of his offspring will be admit- 
ted to the peaceful realms of glory. All powers that dare oppose, 
shall be prostrated, all enemies subdued, and every valley exalted, 
and every mountain brought low. 

Is the promise sure ? Will it certainly be accomplished ? Who art 
thou that dare confront God ? Has not God promised to bless all na- 
tions ? The word of God is pledged to bless man in Christ. All the 
promises are sure, all certain. If God donot bless all nations, his 
promise will not be redeemed. If he do, all men will be blessed in 
Christ, be madehappy. It would be even blisphemous to suppose 
for a moment, that God could or would assert a falsehood. Tremble 
then, Oh man, whoever thou art, if your faculties are so perverted as 
to allow you to say, God will not bless the families of the earth.— 
The God, whom you have misrepresented, whose character you have 
misstated, has said though the wicked join hand in hand,they shall not 

unpunished. if God’s promises be true all nations must be blessed 
in Christ. 

When God’s promises shall have been fulfilled, his intellectual 
empire will be one vast domain of holiness, his family biessed by be- 
ing turned from their iniquities, and from ‘mountain top to moun- 
tain top,” will burst forth from all men, the song of immortal praise 
and triumph. God bless the reader, and enable him to discover the 
nature, the extent, the validity of the holy promise. G. B. L. 





At the request of a friend we give publicity to the following let- 
ter from Yale College. —Eds. Universalist. 
Rev. Mr. Thompson, 


Sir—lI take a libert y; by addressing you, which I should have ask- 
ed for, had you not offered the privilege, i in a meeting which I at- 
tended, as public property. 

I subscribe to a remark which you there made, although you must 
agree with me, rather injudicious considering your station and the in- 
tention with which it was made, ‘*‘that a man who held opinione 
which he could not defend, should be ashamed of them.’ 

To justify myself, should I be thought taking liberties, I will add, 
that as you have, in the character of a public teacher announced your 
opinion, I claim as a right, that, before I adopt it, you remove the 
obstacles which ! conceive are in my way. 

The first obstacle then, sir, which 1 conceive clogs up your and 
my path, (at least mine, until you shew me how to get over it) is 
this—That all the great men who have distinguished the Christian 
era, whose superior talents have lifted them above the common level 
of intellect, to whom you and I and the world owe our present ad- 
vancement in knowledge, did not believe in universal salvation.— 
‘When-i recur to the page of history and biography and tind a New- 
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too, 2 Boyle, a Locke, a Hale, an Addison, a Milton, &c. enlisted 


against you, sir, it constitutes an argument against your doctrine, 
which to me appears like a mountain. We must cringe to such au- 
thority, let us feel as haughty and self-sufficient as we may. We 
cannot stand, in the eyes of men of sense, a moment before such a 
comparison. Tell me, sir, how I can lay aside this argument. 

Again, sir, if we succeed in establishing your doctrine, [ cannot 
see the necessity of the world altering their present respective sys- 
tems of belief. On the contrary, [ can-see a great many reasons why 
it would be highly pernicious and unpolitic, while 1 can think of but 
one in favor of the measure. 

That is, that if it were universally adopted, mankind would be rid 
of the pain and anxiety arising from the anticipation of future pun- 
ishment. But so trifling is this, that you will bear me witness that 
the stupidity and indifference of men with regard to it, is a daily 
source of astonishment and complaint. 

What, on the other hand, should we exchange for this trifling al- 
leviation of pain? We exchange, sir, most unavoidably, (unless you 
can shew me how it can be avoided) our existence as a peaceful, hap- 
py, and civilized yeay>. We subvert the civil and religious insu- 
tutions which render society a blessing. Do you ask how? 

[ answer, not of myself, but from authority to which you and I 
must bow, that, take away the fear of future punishment and the hope 
of future reward, (for Heaven becomes no longer a reward when all 
from the fiend to the saint alike participate in it) and you pluck 
trom the breast of man, who God knows is already bad enough, all 
sense of virtue and vice; you unbridle all the passions and lusts, 
whose restraint alone prevents this world from becoming a hell. 

Let the present prevalent system of christianity then remain, if it 
is but in the light of a civil institution. 

It has preved to be a salutary one. Our country and the world 
4 have prospered under it. Our government, our laws, our institu- 
: tions, our every thing, are founded upon it. Would you then over- 
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throw it? No! let it stand; and let the man who would undertake to 
4 subvert the christian religion, by taking away its foundation, its life, 
Py its characteristic beauty, future rewards and punishments, be denied 
Fas the liberty of the press and punished as an enemy to his country.— 
oe. 


These are my views at present, sir; and they are views, which, un- 
Jess you can alter them for me, must greatly impede my progress to- 
wards the belief of the doctrine of Universal Salvation. 

I wish next, sir, to enquire of you, whence you derive the title of 
your doctrine—Universal Salvation 2? From what hell were all to be 
savéd? Christ’s death, which it is said was to save lost man, has af- 
fected no alteration in our condition in this life, from whence is our 
salvation? Please also to explain to me, what is insinuated, in our 
Lord’s denunciation to Chorazin and Bethsaida, and with regard to 
Sodom and Gomorrah being arraigned at the day of judgment? 

Please answer, sir, these questions and remove these obstacles for 
me, and. while I adopt your opinion and-rejoice in your doctrine, T 
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shail lend all my support to the present prevalent system of chris~ 
tianity as a civil institution upon which depends our peace and hap- 
piness. 

I am sir, yours most respectfully, 


CANDIDUS. 


REMARKS. 


_ The objections made in the above letter against Universalism, may 
de reduced to 4. Lt. The learned and great have not believed the 
doctrine. % The title is not scriptural, 5. [tis inconsistent with 
the belief ina future judgment, a hell, and the salvation of lost men, 
4. The doctrine hasa bad tendency and its publisher ought to be pun- 
ished as an enemy to the country. 

Throughout the whole letter, though it be no less than the composi- 
tion of an inmate of Yale College, the writer manifests a most pro- 
found ignorance of Universalism, as well as of the sacred Scriptures, 
His first ar guiment may be easily retorted 5 for sc arcely ias the world 
ever produc et a man distinguished for strength of mind or eminence 
in the sciences, who has not looked with contempt on popular opin- 
ions, which have, in every age of the world, been an affront to human 
intellect! ‘The majority, therefore, of the professed believers in pop- 
ular creeds, may be ranked under three classes: 1, The weak-min- 
ded, who could not think ;—2, The cowardly, who dared not :—and 
3, The hypocrite who hood not acknowledge what he thought. 
Moreover this argument would be just as forcible against the reform- 
ation, in the sixteenth century, as against Universalism in the pres- 
ent; and equally powerful against christianity in the apostolic age. In- 
deed it is only the objection “of i inexperienced ignorance, which “would 
say something, but knows not what. An honest inquirer after truth, 
will hear the scriptures. Jesus, John, Paul, Origen, Hartley, and 
Priestley, will certainty compare with those given by the writer, who, 
had he been sufficiently acquainted with their biography, would have 
known, that out of the six, whom he has called forth as his champions, 
only the last named, could have been adduced as an advocate of his 
system : and no man can be surprised, that Milton, who made the 
Devil the Hero of his poem, should be also the advocate of his cease- 
less triumphs, in the fanciful regions of gloomy Tartarus, 

Qnd Objection. We are not “much concerned about the origin of 
the phrase Universal Salvation. We do not object to C alvinism or 
Arminianism merely because these words are not found in the Bible. 
Lhe thing implied is taught by Paul, when he declares that **God is 
the saviour of all men; and_ this plain unequivocal declaration is 
sufficient authority for the doctrine, and the true origin of the title, 
Universal Salvation, ; 

5d Objection. We admit that our doctrine is contrary to the com- 
monly received notions of a future judgment, and a material local 
Yell ; and refer the readerto Thompson’s **Systematical Theology, ” 
Relfour’s Inquiry, and the extracts fron Sermons on Hell and the 
Jadgment, given inthis namber. ‘The common opinons of Hell an@ 











¥y 

ne 
ry 

ae 


Remarks on the letier. 33 


the Judgment, are most certainly fabulous, and as such are exploded 
from our creed. If the writer knows no other salvation, that. man 
can need, but deliverance from a fiery hell, in another world, we are 
not surprised that he should talk so exceedingly foolishly in his let- 
ter. That ever Sodom and Gomorrah shall be arraigned to any lo- 
cal tribunal for trial, we no where read in the Scriptures. It would 
be awfully absurd to execute a man, and then assemble a court to try 
his case, and ascertain whether he were guilty or not!! All that 
could be intended by the language of Christ, only implied _ that the 
destruction of Jerusalem shoald be more intolerable than that of So- 
dom; and this is well explained by Jeremiah and by Christ himself. 
‘The punishment of the iniquity of the daughter of my people is 
greater than the punishment of the sin of Sodom, which was over- 
thrown as in a moment, and no hand stayed on her.”? Lam. 4. 6.— 
Our Lord’s denunciation respecting the destruction of Jerusalem, was 
that it should be a time of trouble such as never was, nor never shall 
be. 

4th Objection. Universalism unbridles the passions, and tears from 
the breast all sense of virtue and vice ; it subverts civil and religious 
institutions, and therefore its publisher ought to be punished as an en- 
emy to his country!!! This is truly a bold, unwarranted, and ma- 
lignant calumny; and breathes the language of one, who needs all the 
latitude of Universalism to administer to him the least glimpse of 
hope! If Universalism subverts civil institutions, why are not the 
public full of its adherents. On the contrary New-York state 
prison has been twice examined, during the last two years, with a 
view to ascertain the fact, and not one believer of Universalism could 
be found among 600 convicts!! Nay! They were all believers in the 
sanctifying doctrines of a triumphant devil, an angry God, and a 
burning hell! Hence the objection must be reversed and applied to 
the opposite doctrine. If Universalism, which teaches that God re- 
wards every man according to his works, unbridle the passions and 
tears from the breast the sense of virtue and vice, the opposite doc- 
trine, which teaches that God neither rewards for virtue nor punish- 
es for vice, can neither restrain the passions nor establish the moral 
sense in the human breast. Moreover this objection is made in the 
true spirit of the dark ages, when an ignorant priesthood thought 


‘To make the people orthodox, 
By apostolic blows and knocks-” 


Whether the objector be Professor T. or one of his pupils, as he 
alleges no proof for the bad tendency of Universalism but his own 
ipse-dixit, we plead not guilty, and refer to the following testimonies 
which will teach him better policy, as they enforce in eloquent 
enguage the necessary and salutary connexion between liberty and 
true religion. 


| Lowth.—*‘‘Christianity itself was published to the world in 


the most enlightened age; it invited and challenged the examination 
of the ablest judges, and stood the test of the sewerest_scrutiny ; and 
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the more it is brought to the light, to the greater advantage will it ap, 
pear. When, on the other hand, the dark ages of barbarism came 
on, as every art and science was almost extinguished, so was Chris+ 
tanity in proportion oppressed and overwhelmed by error and super- 
stition. It hath always flourished or decayed together with learnin 
and liberty: it will ever stand or fall with them. It is therefore of 
the utmost importance to the cause of true religion, that it be sub- 
mitted to an open and impartial examination ; that every disquisition 
concerning it be allowed its free course; that even the malice of ite 
enemies should have its full scope, and try its utmost strength of ar- 
gument azainst it. Let no man be alarmed at the attempts of athe- 
ists or infidels; let them produce their cause, let them bring forth 
their strong reasons to their own confusion; afford them not the ad- 
vantage of restraint, the only advantage their cause admits of: let 
them not boast the false credit of supposed arguments and pretended 
demonstrations which they are forced to suppress.” 


**Mistake me not,” says Bishop Warburton, addressing the Free- 
thinkers, **here are no insinuations intended against liberty. For 
surely, whatever be the cause of this folly (free thinking) it would be 
unjust to ascribe it to the freedom of the press, which wise men will 
ever hold one of the most precious branches of civil liberty-------Nor 
less friendly is this liberty to the generous advocate of religion: for 
how could such a one, when in earnest convinced of the strength of 
evidence in his cause, desire an adversary whom the laws had before 
disarmed ; or value a victory, where the magistrate must triumph 
with him? Even I, the meanest in this controversy, should have been 
ashamed of projecting the defence of the great Jewish legislator, did 
not I know that his assailants and defenders skirmished all under one 
equal law of liberty. —This liberty then may you long possess!”? 

The Chevalier Ramsay relates that Fenelon recommended to Prince 
Charles, the son of James II. of England, never to use compulsion in 
matters of religion. ‘*No human power,” said he, ‘can force the 
impenetrable intrenchments of the freedom of the mind. Compul- 
sion never persuades; it only makes hypocrites. When kings inter- 
fere in matters of religion, they don’t protect it, they enslave it.— 
Give civil liberty to all, not by approving all religions as indifferent, 
but by permitting in patience what God permits, and by endeavoring 
to bring persons to what is right by mildness and oats - 


THE JUDGMENT. 
FROM H. BALLOU’S SERMON ON HEBREWS 9. 27, 28. 

“ fs it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment ; 
so Christ was once 1 Be tobear the sins of many ; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time, without sinjunto sat- 
vation.” 7 . ae eS 

Writing to the Hebrews, the apostle very prudently endeavors to 
lead their minds into the true knew!edge of Christ, by using the rites 
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of the law dispensation, to which they were religiously attached, to 
represent Jesus and his ministry of reconciliation. In our context he 
draws a parallel between the high priest under the law, and the great 
apostle and high priest of our christian profession ; and between the 
holy plece under the Levitical priesthood, and the holy place, even 
heaven itself, into which Jesus entered for us. See verse 23, “* It was 
therefore necessary that the patterns of things in the heavens shoutd be 
purified with these; but the heavenly things themselves with better 
sacrifices than these.’”? Here we see the apostle’s attempt to lead the 
minds of his brethren from the sacrifices under the law, to a better 
sacrifice. He allows the sacrifices offered by the law, to be no mpre 
than figures, and the things which were purified with blood only as pat- 
terns of things in the heavens. See verse 24, “ For Christ is not en- 
tered into the holy places made with hands, which are the figures of 
the true ; but into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God 
for us.” Here our author represents the holy places under the law, 
into which the high priest entered, as figures of that true heaven it- 
self, into which Jesus entered for us, as the holy place represented by 
those figures. 25, 26, “* Nor yet that he should offer himself often as 
the high priest entereth into the holy place every year with the blood 
of others ; (for then must he often have suffered since the foundation 
of the world,) but now once in the end of the world, hath he appeared 
to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself’? By the foundation of the 
world, the apostles means the commencement of the legal priesthood 
or dispensation ; and by the end of the world, he means the end of that 
dispensation or priesthood. 

We have here represented the entering of Jesus into the holy place, 
which was represented by the holy places under the law, by his own 
blood, as the high priests entered into the figurative holy places with 
the blood of others. 

Here carefully notice. In order that the high priests might repre- 
sent the death and resurrection of Jesus, he must first offer asacrifice 
for himself; so that with this blood he might enter the boly place. He 
figuratively died when his sacrifice was slain ; and his entry into the 
holy place represented him as risen from the dead. Thus he repre- 
sented Jesus, who should actually die and rise again. 


Now notice the text: ‘ And as it is appointed unto men once to 
die ;” that is, as it is appointed unto men who are bigh priests to die 
in their sacrifices. .** And after this the judgment;’’ that is, the boly 
place. ‘* So Christ was once offered ;”’ that is, as the figurative death 
of the high priest represented ; ‘‘ to bear the sins of many ;” of both 
Jews and Gentiles. “And unto them that look for him shall he appear 
the second time ;”’ that is, in his risen glory. ‘ Without sin unto sal- 
vation ;”’ as the high priest appeared in the holy place forthe justifica- 
tion of the people of Israel. 

In order to illustrate and make our subject still plainer, we will en- 
deavor to show the true meaning of the word judgment in our text, 
by referring to its use in Exodus 28, where it is used on the same subject. 





26 Hints to Universalists. 


In Aaron’s breast plate were twelve manner of precious stones ; iff 
those stones were engraved the names of the twelve tribes. On eaclt 
shoulder he had an onyx stone. On these likewise were engraved 
the names of the twelve tribes ; six on one and six on the other. On 
a plate of pure gold which he wore on his mitre, was engraved Hoxt- 
Ness to THE Lonp. In the hem of his garment or robe round about were 
interspersed golden bells and pomegranates ; 0 that when he went in- 
to the holy place, and when he came out, the sound of the golden bells 
was he rd, by which the people knew that their high priest lived be- 
fore the Lord. The breast plate which contained the names of the 
twelve tribes is called “ the breast plate of judgment.” See verses 
29, 30, * And Aaron shall bearmthe names of the children of Israel in 
the breast plate of judgment upon his heart, when he goeth in unto the 
holy piace, for a memorial before the Lord continually. And thou 
shalt put in the breast plate cf judgment the urim and the thummim ; 
(light and perfection) and they shall be upon Aaron’s heart when he 
goeth in before the Lord? and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the 
children of Israel upon his heart before the Lord continually.” 

Can there be a reasonable doubt entertained, that the word judgment 
in our text means the same as in the passage quoted; And is it not 
evident that this word means HOLINESS, LIGHT AND PERFECTION ? 

As the antitype of the high priest and his function, Jesus, having by 
his cross, broken down the middle wall of partition between Jews and 
Gentiles, entering the holy place, which is heaven itself, bearing the 
whole human family on his shoulders and on his heart ; and presented 
them Hotixess To THE Loko, in himself, who is the Lord our righteous- 
ness. And thus he bears the judgment, the justification, the light 
and perfection of all men before his Father continually. 

Now unto them that look for him by faith, he appears withont sin. 
They behold in him the whole human family, glowing in the light and 
perfectiom of divine holiness. ‘They hear the joyful sound of the gos- 
pel, of perce on earth and good will towards men, answering to the 
sound of the golden bells in the hem of the high priest’s robe ; and the 
fruit of the spirit, which is love, joy, peace, long sutlering, gentleness, 
meekness, goodness and faith, answers to the pomegranates interspersed 
among the golden bells. 

_—_ 


FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 
HINTS TO UNIVERSALISTS, 


There is no mode of obtaining knowledge so cheap, nor attended 
with Jess labor to the reader, than periodical publications. For the last 
twenty years, knowledge has gradually increased, a spirit of general 
inquiry has been excited, and a vast revolution in religious opinion pro- 
duced, and to such publications, are we in a great measure indebted 
for their accomplishmeat. Almost all sects, aware of their utility, 
have their periodical journals, for the defence and defusion of their 
views of the Bible. ‘I'he zeal with which these are supported and dis- 
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seminated among. other denominations of christians, is great. The 
very noise,is enough to rouse every Universalist from sleep. It is trae 
they also have periodical publications. But the question is, are those 
awake to their importance, and engaged inthe labor of them, sufficient 
ly encouraged? We have been informed, that in some places, such 
publications languish and are ready to expire for want of support.— 
We are unwilling to believe, that this arises froma niggardly sordid 
disposition, or from want of proper zeal in diffusing what Universalists 
believe to be the truth; but from other causes which we think might 
very easily be removed. With a special view to their removal, we 
take the liberty to suggest a few hints for the candid consideration of 
every Universalist. 

ist. What state of the Union do you live in? Look around, and 
calculate, if there be not a suffieient number of Universalists in it, to 
supporta periodical publication. Ifthere is, let every one vse his 
individual exertions to begin one, support it, and diffuse it as exten- 
sively as possible. The place from whence it shall issue, the persons 
who shall conduct it, together with other circumstances, which your 
own local knowledge and good sense will direct. 


2d. Never begin a second or a third periodical publication in the 
same state, until morally certain, that the number and wealth of Uni- 
versalists in it, are able to support them. Let the talents and efforts 
of Universalists be devoted to support one. Let them unite as one 
man to render it respectable, and universally useful throughout the 
state in which they live. ‘Talents and influence concentrated, and 
devoted to such an undertaking, will accomplish much, b;t divided, 
can accomplish but very little. Better one well supported publication 
in a state, than half a dozen, dragging out a miserable existence for 
the want of it. The editors of such a work, ought to be put beyond 
the fear of its death for want of support. 


3d. Every Universalist througheut the United States, ought to sub- 
scribe, if able, for at least one such periodical publication. Let the 
very poorest one of them ask himself—de I not spend more in some 
useless, yea pernicious luxury in the course of the year, than would 
pay for one of such periodical works >—AIl these who do not, we ex- 
cuse then, and recommend it to those who take such publications, to 
give such persons a reading of their papers gratuitously. Such as are 
wealthy, and can afford it, we think they would find it one of their 
best luxuries, to take a number of papers. For the sum of ten dol- 
lars yearly, a man may read such publications from varieus parts of 
the union; and can ten dollars be laid out on any ene article, better 
calculated to do good to himself, his family, and the neighbourhood 
around him? He would likely find it eventually to save him more 
than that sum for supporting paupers. At any rate, the pleasure of 
thus doing good, would soon afford him more happiness, than ten dol- 
lars worth of luxuries to his table. Wedo net surely envy that rich 
man’s situation, who lives by bread alone, and who lives merely for 
himself, and indifferent to the moral and temporal happiness of those 
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around him. ‘The man who believes that God is good unto all, can he 
be indifferent to either of these? 


4th. Let no Universalist, (or any other man,) subscribe for any pe- 
riodical publication, unless ,he pays down his subscription for one 
year, and if he intends to continue it longer, remit the price at the 
commencement of the next, or give due notice to the editors, that he 
wishes it discontinued, Itis to be feared, that some subscribe for such 
pubiications, who never calculate to pay forthem. This is not moral- 
ly honest, and is amean and contemptible mode of being dishonest.— 
Should this meet the eye of any conscious of guilt, who have not re- 
mitted the price of their papers to the editors, let restitution for all 
past offences be instantly made, and let them «lo so no more. In eve- 
ry possivle case, we may say the subscription for one year ought to be 
paid in advance. Editors should rigidly adhere to this rule. All 
subscribers worth having, will have no objection to it. Such as would 
object, will likely involve them in perplexity and loss in the end.— 
The sooner all such subscribers are struck from the list so much the 
better. {heir names only make editors and printers dream that they 
are eating, and behold when they awake they are hungry. It is not a 
list of names, however long or respectable, that can pay the paper ma- 
ker, and we presume printers are not a race of mortals who can live 
without food and raiment any more than ourselves. By paying the 
subscriptiva price in advance, the editors can purchase their materials 
at a lower rate, pay their hands when the work is done, and in all re- 
spects muke their calculations with more certainty in this business. 
The chira*ter and standing of the editors, we should think, is suffici- 
ent security in all ordiuary cases, for the fulfilment of this engage- 
ment. That man must have lost all confidence in his fellow men, 
who would hesitate to risk such a trifle as this with them.— 
All must see, that this mode of proceeding, is only taking a burden off 
the shoulders of a few editors, paper makers, and printers, and put- 
ting it on that of the community at large. The latter can bear it easy 
the former have long and justly complained under it. 

5th. Our next remirk respects the collecting and transmitting of 
the money to the editors of such periodical journals. Wherever two 
or more persons ina place subscribe fora paper, some one of their 
number, ought to receive and transmit the whole at once, with the 
names and address of the individuals. We should think wherever 
there is a preacher in the place, this might be done by him, for we 
ought to expect, that he will take an interest in the diffusion of such 
publications among the people. He surely cannot be indifferent to 
free inquiry and diffusion of knowledge ! If he is, he would do well 
to engage in some other employment. The slightest reflection may 
lead any one to see that if individuals transmit the price of their pa- 
pers by Post, it must be a heavy tax on the purse and the patience of 
the editors of such publications. Such as do so, ought to pay the 
postage, for such a sum is but a trifle to individuals, but becomes a ve- 
ry considerable sum to them, if they have got the postage of several 





“he 








Hell. 29 


hundreds to pay, We presume, that many editors of papers, could 
exhibit such a list of yearly postages. as would astonish many of their 
readers. People, of good sense and reflection, ought to think of this 
and put them toas little expence as possible. Say, is it not a morti- 
tying thing, for an editor to open a letter inclosing one years subscrip- 
tion, the very postage of which has cost him from ten to twenty per 
cent of the whole amount? All this unecessary and burdensome 
expense, might be easily »voided, by some such plan as we have sug- 
o. ‘The same remarks apply to all communications sent for pub- 
ication. In every case they ought to reach the editor free of all ex- 
pense. 

6th. Having paid for the papers. and received them, our next re- 
mark respects the manner in which Universalists ought to make them 
generally useful. We take it for granted, that they will read them 
themselves, and that their families will also be benefitted by the peru- 
sal of them. We would suggest some things, with a view to make 
such pulications, much more generally useful-Send them then to 
your neighbours around you ;—Put them into the hands of your rela- 
tions and acquaintances ; and urge them at least to give your principles 
a fair hearing, before they condemn you for believing them. 


AN INQUIRER AFTER TRUTH, 
—_——— 


HELL. 


“ The word, says Dr. A. Clarke, is derived from the Anglo-Saxon 
Helan, which signities to cover, conceal, or hide ; and hence the til- 
ings or covering of a house, and the cover of books are to this day 
called Heling, and the phrase to hell is sti/l used as synonymous with 
to cover or /ude in several of the western counties of England, especial- 
ly, Cornwall and Lancaster. Thus the true and primitive meaning of 
the word hell, was perfectly accordant with the idea suggested by the 
Hebrew sheol and the Greek hades ; for as nouns, all the three words 
imply something unseen, concealed, or invisible ; and have therefore 
been employed with propriety to convey the notion of an unseen world, 
the grave, or state of the dead in general. Similar are the sentiments 
of the learned Archbishop Usher, expressed in his Treatise De Lim. 
Patr. “ We have no word in the French or English language to ex- 
press the idea conveyed vy the Hebrew sheol. the Greek hades, or the 
Latin inferi. Our English word hell had anciently this meaning ; be- 
ing derived from the German hil/, to hide. Hence the ancient Irish 
used to say ‘ Aill the head,’ meaning to cover the head. So that our 
hell then answered to the Greek hades, which signifies an unszen 
place.” Drs. S. and A. Clarke, Campbell, Whitby, and others, ap- 
probate the above definition of hell, and harmoniously unite in opinion, 
that hell originally answered to the Greek and Hebrew terms, but 


ought not to be used in the modern sense, as the translation of sheol 
or hades, 
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How strange then, that from the term hell, should have arisen those 
dreadful notions, which are go assiduously propagated in the world, 
and which men of fruitful imaginations have so effectually made to op- 
erate as the means of delusion and aggrandizement. It is not howev- 
er surprising, that superstition should act most powerfully on the fears 
of her votaries, since the human fancy can paint with greater energy 
the misery, than the bliss of a future state. With the two simple ideas 
of darkness and fire, we can create a sensation of pain, which may be 
aggravated to an indefinite degree, by adding the idea of endless dura- 
tion. Hence from the greater facility of depicting the horrors which 
distract the mind or ruin the peace of society, hell, which contains just 
as much happiness as misery, in its idea, came to be used by religious 
imposters of every description, as a fit engine to awe the mind of the 
credulous into that pliability, necessary to favour the views of the 
avaricious priest or tyrannical monarch.”’—Tnromrson’s Lectures. 


UNIVERSALIST PERIODICAL PUBLICATIONS. 


None of the hints given to the Universalists by a friend, extracts 
from which we have here published, struck us more forcibly than 
those relating to the necessity of securing the continuance of one pa- 
per before the commencement of another in the same state. We 


aa 


are therefore vlad that at present in the state of N 


ew York, so many 
papers are published as are required, and in the very best locations. 
Every one acquainted with this state and the circumstances of our 
societies, will be ready to join us in saying, that three papers are 
wanted, and that New York city, Utica, and Buffalo are incompara- 
bly the best locations. More than three will not obtain a support, 
and two years experience will prove this to the satisfaction of the 
doubtful. We humbly hope that the Universalists of this state will 
resolutely say, papers we shall have and support at the above sta- 
tions. We also hope that no unnecessary papers shall henceforth 
eommence, at stations where they are not wanted, till those places, 
where they are really wanted, be supplied. We trust to see the 
Philadelphia paper resumed, and that some of our zealous adventu- 
~rers will soon make a trial of one at Washington or Cincinnati.— 
There is also Detroit, the capital of a territory, to which a vast num- 
ber of our friends have emigrated, and where they are altogether 
without the means of public instruction; there a paper is wanted and 
would afford solace m religious exile. With general satisfaction, a 
union of three papers in this state has been effected; which union 
will lessen the burden of subscription, and lose nothing of the ener- 
gies of the former works. We trust therefore that as the number of 
papers have been reduced, and they so appropriately situated for the 
exigence of the societies, there will be no more complaints or deaths 
of the present establishments. The Universalists of this state are 
able, let never the disgrace be promulgated, that they are unwilling. 
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New Society.— Ministerial Notice.— Universalism. Si 


The present Universalist periodical publications in the U. S. are, 


Universatist MaGazine, published at Boston, quarto, $2 50 per 
annum, or $2, if paid at the commencement of the volume. Rev. 
H. Ballou, H. Ballou, 2d, and Thomas Whittemore, Editors. 

Gosret Heraxp, published semi-monthly at the city of New 
York, 8 pages royal octavo, $1 per annum. Mr. Henry Fitz, Edi- 
tor. 

Reiciovs Inquirer, published semi-monthly, at the city of 
Hartford, (Con.) 8 pages royal octavo, $1 per annum. 

Curistian InrentiGENcer, published semi-monthly at Portland, 
Me. 4 pages quarto, $1 per annum. Rev. Russell Streeter, Editor. 


Curistian Reposrrory, published once in two months, at Hart- 


land, Vt. 48 pages duodecimo, $1 per annum. Rev. Mr. Bartlett, 
Editor. 


Gosprt Apvocate, published weekly, at Buffalo, N. Y. 8 pages 
royal octavo, $2 per annum. Rev. Thomas Gross, Editor. 


Curistian TeLescope, quarto, published weekly at Providence; 
R. I. for $1 50 per annum—Rev. D Pickering Editor. 
Universa.ist, published semi-monthly, at Utica, N. Y. 16 pa- 
Fes octavo, $1 50 per annum, paid in advance. Rev. Messrs. J. S. 
hompson, S. R. Smith, and G. B. Lisher, Editors, 


NEW SOCIETY. 

We are happy to announce to our brethren in the faith of the ev- 
erlasting gospel, that the believers of God’s impartial benevolence, 
residing in West Bloomfield, Lima, and Mendon, met in Lima, Liv- 
ingston county, on the 12th of March ult. and formed themselves in- 


to a seciety, which, for numbers and respectability, promises to be 
ene of the most important in the western country.—Eds. 


MINISTERIAL NOTICE. 


Mr. Levi Briggs, a minister in fellowship of the General Conven- 
tion of Universalists, and recently from Haverhill, Mass. but now 
a resident in this vicinity, has notified Br S. R. Smith, that he has 
withdrawn from the ministry. 


UNIVERSALISM. 


The inhabitants of Utica and its vicinity, are respectfully inform- 
ed, that on Sabbath the 24th inst. at the usual hours of worship, 
the Rev. John S. Thompson will lecture in the Court House, on the 


— tenets of Universalism, and answer the objections generat 
y made to the doctrines 
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Poetry. 


IMAGINATION. 


Vain Superstition has in every clime, 

Those structures rear’d which triumph over time, 

And stand as beacons age has left behind, 

To mark the blindness, folly, of mokind, 

Who, lost in darkness, hew’d their gods of stone; 

And raised their tyrant idols to a throne, 

Or form’d them deities, whom fear had made, 

In lawless kings and despots they obey’d. 

Hence rose that mighty fabric of the mind, 

By Egypt’s priests, ‘and Grecian bards design’d 

Which, like the frowning pyramids of Nile, 

Survives a rude and antiquated pile. 

Luxuriant Fancy, favour’d by a clime, 

Where all she saw was beauteous or sublime, 

Half grave, half sportive, wantoning in thought, 
"Those | mythologic dreams and fiction wrought 3 ; 
T'was she that fill’d the skies, the earth and seas 

With mystic powers, her own divinities, 

Till every mountain, every grove she trod, 

And every stream was haunted by a god ; 

Folly ador’d and Superstition knelt 

‘To imag’d passions bards had only felt. 

Imagination’s gay or gloomy spell, 

Now made a paradise and nowa hell. 

Elysian isles, where joy forever reigns, 

On realms resounding with eternal pains. 


Hence Pluto’s shadowy throne and empire sprung, 


And fabled woes, by ancient poets sung, 

Orcus, and Styx, and lakes with burning shores, 
And wall’s of adamant, and brazen doors, 

The cup of Tantalus, with toils that mock 

His burning lip; the vulture and the rock, 

The stone of Sisyphus, Ixion’s wheel, 

These, and the thousand woes by heathen creeds 
Ordained in punishment of guilty deeds, 

Are but the shadows genius has designed, 

To paint the hell, which lives within the mind. 
Thrice happy age, when truth’s resistless sway 
Hath swept these wild fantastic dreams away. 
Then Superstition shall erect no more 

Her pagan altars, stained with human gore ; 

No hecatombs shall burn, no victims bleed, 

No bloody rites fulfil a barbarous creed ; 

But the pure incense of the heart shall rise, 

And breathe to heaven a grateful sacrifice. 
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